
INSPIRED BY THE SPORTS BARS MADE FAMOUS IN THE 
USA, Stars ‘N’ Bars on Abu Dhabi’s Yas Marina Circuit takes a 
page from the books of Hard Rock Café and Planet Hollywood. 
Autographs and memorabilia of some of the world’s top sporting 
VWDUV�ÀOO�WKH�VSDFH�RQ�WKH�ZDOOV�QRW�FRYHUHG�E\�D�WHOHYLVLRQ�VFUHHQ��
VKRZLQJ�D�UDQJH�RI�VSRUWLQJ�HYHQWV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�

But it is not only collectables adorning the restaurant’s walls, 
$�9�WHFKQRORJ\�LV�DOVR�D�YLWDO�FRPSRQHQW�RI�WKH�6WDUV�¶1·�
%DUV�RIIHULQJ��¶:H�UHFHQWO\�XQGHUZHQW�D�FRPSOHWH�UHQRYDWLRQ�
and wanted to emphasise the sound system as part of the 
entertainment,’ says Stars ‘N’ Bars general manager, Randolph 
Hernandez. ‘We were looking to start booking top DJs and to 
VWDJH�D�ORW�RI�OLYH�PXVLF��:H�SOD\�PXVLF�IURP�DQ�L3DG�GXULQJ�WKH�
day and, being a sports bar, for all the big games and sporting 
HYHQWV�ZH·OO�KDYH�WKH�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�·
0U�+HUQDQGH]�FRPHV�IURP�D�PXVLF�EDFNJURXQG��KDYLQJ�
PDQDJHG�DQG�WRXUHG�ZLWK�EDQGV�LQ�KLV�QDWLYH�1HZ�<RUN��$ORQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�YHQXH·V�RZQHUV��KH�GLG�VRPH�UHVHDUFK�DQG�VSRNH�
WR�VHYHUDO�YHQGRUV�EHIRUH�RSWLQJ�IRU�D�)XQNWLRQ�2QH�VROXWLRQ��
This brought Stars ‘N’ Bars into contact with the British 
manufacturer’s local distributor and systems integrator Em-Tec.
¶7KH�FOLHQW�ORYHG�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�)XQNWLRQ�2QH�V\VWHPV�LQVWDOOHG�
E\�(P�7HF�DFURVV�WKH�8$(�DQG�ZDQWHG�WR�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�WRS�
TXDOLW\�·�SURFODLPV�(P�7HF�JHQHUDO�PDQDJHU��$QG\�:LOOLDPV��
¶7KH�IRFXV�ZDV�RQ�TXDOLW\�VRXQG�DQG�SHUIHFW�FRYHUDJH�DFURVV�
WKH�YHQXH��6WDUV�¶1·�%DUV�RIIHUV�LWV�FXVWRPHUV�YDULRXV�HYHQWV�
DQG�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�GLIIHUHQW�]RQHV��ZLWK�D�VHSDUDWH�ORXQJH�
area outside and a restaurant area. Together with the client 
ZH�FDPH�XS�ZLWK�D�V\VWHP�GHVLJQ�WKDW�DOORZV�LQGLYLGXDO�]RQH�
PL[LQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�YHQXH��DOORZLQJ�WKHP�WR�FKRRVH�WKH�
VRXQG�VRXUFHV�IRU�HDFK�DUHD�DV�UHTXLUHG�·

Audio is played throughout the indoor restaurant area by 
VL[�)XQNWLRQ�2QH�)�����ORXGVSHDNHUV�DQG����FRPSDFW�)���
FDELQHWV��/RZ�HQG�LV�KDQGOHG�E\�DQ�0%���/3�DQG�IRXU�%5����

EDVV�UHÁH[�VSHDNHUV��$�IXUWKHU�IRXU�)����VSHDNHUV�FRYHU�WKH�
RXWVLGH�WHUUDFH�DUHD��7KLV�HQWLUH�VHWXS�LV�SRZHUHG�E\�)��4��(���
DQG�)��4�DPSOLÀHUV�ZLWK�'63�KDQGOHG�E\�D�46&�&RUH����I�DQG�
FRQWURO�YLD�D�76&���GLJLWDO�(WKHUQHW�UHPRWH�FRQWUROOHU��0HDQZKLOH��
D�SDLU�RI�)���V�VHUYH�DV�'-�PRQLWRUV�ZLWK�DQ�6%���$�VHOI�
SRZHUHG�EDVV�HQFORVXUH��ZKLFK�SRVVHVVHV�D�WKUHH�FKDQQHO�����
DPSOLÀHU�WKDW�DOVR�SRZHUV�WKH�)���V��,QVWDOOHG�LQ�WKH�RXWGRRU�
ORXQJH�DUHD�DUH�VL[�)���V�DQG�D�%5����EDVV�UHÁH[�HQFORVXUH�
ZLWK�(��4�0&��DQG�(���DPSOLÀHUV�DQG�DQ�;7$�'&�����WDNLQJ�
care of loudspeaker management.

‘Placement of speakers was carefully designed in key 
SRVLWLRQV�DURXQG�WKH�YHQXH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�VL]H�DQG�VKDSHV�
of the rooms in order to create a stereo sound effect in the 
areas used by guests,’ explains Mr Williams. ‘Proper location 
DQG�DQJOLQJ�RI�WKH�VSHDNHUV�HQDEOHV�EHWWHU�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKH�
VRXQG�GLVSHUVLRQ�DQG�VRXQG�FRYHUDJH��7KH�YHQXH�KDV�D�ORW�
RI�DXGLR�VFUHHQV�ZLWK�PHWDO�ZRUN�DQG�KLJKO\�UHÁHFWLYH�DUHDV��
which could affect the way the sound was dispersed, so it was 
important that the designed plan was followed precisely.’
7KH�6,·V�ZRUN�GLGQ·W�VWRS�DW�ORXGVSHDNHU�UHLQIRUFHPHQW��¶(P�7HF�
ZRUNHG�ZLWK�XV�RQ�VHWWLQJ�XS�DOO�RI�WKH�VWDJH�HTXLSPHQW�·�UHFDOOV�
0U�+HUQDQGH]��¶:H�QRZ�KDYH�D�0LGDV�0���GLJLWDO�PL[HU�·
7KH����FKDQQHO�FRQVROH�ZDV�LQVWDOOHG�ZLWK�IRXU�46&�.:����
VSHDNHUV�DQG�D�.:�����ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�XVHG�IRU�PRQLWRULQJ�RU�
IXUWKHU�VRXQG�UHLQIRUFHPHQW��5DGLDO�-',�SDVVLYH��-���DFWLYH�DQG�
3UR'��VWHUHR�GLUHFW�ER[HV�ZHUH�DOVR�GHOLYHUHG�ZLWK�(P�7HF·V�
own custom analogue stage box. The systems integrator also 
SURYLGHG�WKH�PLFURSKRQH�VHWXS��GHOYLQJ�LQWR�WKH�6KXUH�FDWDORJXH�
WR�RIIHU�WKUHH�%HWD���$'�&�;�PLFV��D�%HWD���$�DQG�WZR�60���
/&(�;�LQVWUXPHQW�PLFURSKRQHV�IRU�WKH�GUXPV��D�SDLU�RI�60���
/&V��WKUHH�%HWD���$�;�DQG�D�.60����6/�
¶$QG\�DQG�WKH�WHDP�DW�(P�7HF�PDGH�LW�YHU\�VLPSOH�IRU�EDQGV�WR�
FRPH�LQ�DQG�RXW�·�0U�+HUQDQGH]�VD\V��¶7KH\�JDYH�PH�D�WXWRULDO��
DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�KRZ�WR�XVH�WKH�0����DQG�WKHQ�,�PDGH�LW�P\�RZQ��
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Bringing audio to the front of its entertainment 
RIIHULQJ�ZDV�NH\�WR�6WDUV�¶1·�%DUV·�UHFHQW�

refurbishment. James Cooke visits



They gave me the basic training on how to do all the setups and 
then I learned a lot from YouTube and manuals and by playing 
around until I got the hang of it. So now I do all of the sound 
engineering for all of our live music.’

Although he possessed prior sound engineering experience, 
the Stars ‘N’ Bars general manager was grateful for the tutelage. 
‘I used to help bands with their setups at all the different venues 
that we used to go to,’ he remembers. ‘It was just a bit of a 
learning curve using a digital mixing board, especially something 
like the Midas because I had no prior experience with a digital 
board and so many channels. The Midas is very high-end and a 
lot more complicated than the 15-channel desks I was used to.

‘Em-Tec also supplied us with all of the amps, the drum kit 
and DJ equipment as well,’ Mr Hernandez adds. This includes 
a Pioneer DJM-900SRT DJ mixer and a pair of CDJ-2000NXS2 
multi-players. Lighting was provided in the form of PixieBeam, 
3L[LH6SRW��3L[LH:DVK�DQG�/XPL3$5�875,�À[WXUHV�IURP�3UR/LJKWV��
as well as a Nicolaudie Stick DE-3 DMX touchscreen lighting 
console and an Antari HZ-500 haze machine.

‘Another thing that we have is a BYOD technology we found 
called Audio Anywhere,’ notes Mr Hernandez. ‘With this system 
you can listen to any audio from any of the 76 television 
screens across the entire venue from your mobile phone. So 
if the commentary from the game that you want is not on, 
you can open up the free app, tune in to our venue and from 
there you can choose up to seven different channels of audio 
programming depending on what’s on the TVs or what’s coming 
from the stage. And we have headphones that we provide, as 
well as docking stations that allow guests to plug in their phone 
and turn it into a small speaker for everyone at their table to hear.’
:LWK�D�YDVW�QXPEHU�RI�WHOHYLVLRQ�VFUHHQV�DQG�ÀYH�DXGLR�]RQHV��

Stars ‘N’ Bars rightfully considers itself as an A/V-savvy venue. 
The concept is inspired by the sports bar of the same name in 
Monte Carlo, and brand expansion is in the works.

‘We’re opening a location in Dubai by the end of the year and 
WKHQ�ZH·UH�ORRNLQJ�WR�RSHQ�DQRWKHU�IRXU�RU�ÀYH�ORFDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�
next three years,’ reveals Mr Hernandez. ‘Two in Dubai in the 
next two years, then we’re looking at Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, 
and once we’ve saturated the Middle East, we’re looking to go 

international: Asia, Europe and eventually the United States.
‘I worked mostly with Andy at Em-Tec and we speak the same 
ODQJXDJH�·�KH�FRQWLQXHV��¶7KH\·UH�GHÀQLWHO\�JRLQJ�WR�GR�WKH�ÀW�
out for the audio system for us in Dubai. The sound system here 
in Abu Dhabi is great and it’s a big part of being able to have 
a great ambience. Even when the volume is not up high, you 
can hear clearly and even when the DJ is playing or a band is 
rocking out, we never hear any kind of distortion and that’s a 
big deal to us. The system has also been integrated with all of 
the managers’ mobile phones so we can adjust the volumes of 
zones and televisions easily.’

As a client, Mr Hernandez and the Stars ‘N’ Bars team are 
clearly impressed with the quality of the installation, the ease 
of use provided and the service from Em-Tec. Mr Williams is 
VDWLVÀHG�WKDW�DOO�RI�KLV�FOLHQW·V�UHTXLUHPHQWV�ZHUH�PHW��¶)XQNWLRQ�
One speakers are known for their reliability and longevity,’ the 
(P�7HF�*0�DGGV��¶:H�DUH�FRQÀGHQW�WKDW�WKLV�V\VWHP�ZLOO�VXSSRUW�
Stars ‘N’ Bars in creating a fantastic ambience for guests.’

www.emtecav.com 
www.funktion-one.com 
www.starsnbars.ae
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F101s serve the outside lounge area
Audio Anywhere allows patrons to tune in to the 
commentary from a particular TV

The BR218 sitting beneath the outdoor DJ booth


